Overdrive pacing for supraventricular tachycardia: a review of theoretical implications and therapeutic techniques.
Rapid atrial pacing for treatment of supraventricular arrhythmias has been demonstrated to be safe and effective. Virtually any supraventricular tachycardia with the exception of atrial fibrillation, Type II atrial flutter, and probably sinus tachycardia can be treated successfully with pacing techniques. The recognition of the advantages of cardiac pacing over drug therapy or DC cardioversion has resulted in its widespread use, especially after open-heart surgery. Although the response to overdrive pacing may not reliably identify the underlying mechanism of supraventricular tachycardia, the response of the arrhythmia to pacing (i.e., whether it is interruptable or noninterruptable), is most useful in the approach to management of the individual patient.